
 
 

 

The 3rd Annual Tour de Gravelly  
 

August 4, 2019 
 

 
 

 

A Cycling Race On Top Of The Gravelly Range 
 

 

Time of Race 

 

Sunday, August 4, 2019 

 

All Cyclists Starting Time:  6:30 AM at Lion’s Club Park in Ennis 

 
 

Race Check In 

 

Race Day Check-in:  Sunday, August 4, 2019 – 5:30 to 6:15 AM 

                                   Lion’s Club Park 

            Ennis, Montana 

                                                                            



Race day sign up will be allowed.  However, t-shirts and other SWAG may be delivered later 

depending on immediate availability and the number of late signups. 

 

 
Race Day Logistics  

 

If you’re the type of cyclists that needs a very defined and detailed agenda, this might not yet be the 

race for you.  We’re just in year three and are still working things out.  But if you want to join the fun 

and break some new ground with us, please do.  The more, the merrier. Someone has to go first and 

you will be more than welcome to be part of the group. 

 

The logistic picture is as follows: 

 

The race begins in Ennis at Lion’s Club Park.  It ends at the US Forest Service Vigilante Station in 
the Ruby Valley.  This is several miles south of Ruby Reservoir.  The entire length of this route is 

approximately 57 miles.  It is more or less 40 miles up and 17 miles down with an elevation gain of 

over 6,000 feet.  Check out this race data from last year. 

 

 
 

The route will be similar to the two marathons except for the final stage. The route is as follows:  
Start in Ennis, cycle to Varney Bridge Road, proceed onto the Gravelly Range Road through the Bar 

7 and to the National Forest.  Cycle to Clover Meadows and retrace the route of the Madison 

Marathon past Monument Ridge and down to the intersection of Standard Creek Road, Road 290, 

and Cottonwood Road.   

 

The route turns right onto Cottonwood Road and continues on to FS Road 100 in the Ruby Valley. It 

then heads north to the Vigilante Guard Station which is where the finish line will be located.  There 

will be some aid stations along the route and stand-alone water coolers, but this will be very limited 

since the cyclists are only passing through the area.  There will be roving volunteers in vehicles along 
the route to support riders.  We may impose a cut-off time at an intersection at about Mile 30.  This 

point is chosen because there’s a separate road that will lead down into the Ruby Valley and near the 



finish line.  If cyclists do not reach this intersection by a certain time, they must take a secondary, 

and shorter, route to the finish. 

     

 
The description of the route is as follows: 

 

• Cyclists start at Lion’s Club Park and head out of town towards Virginia City on Montana 

Highway 287.   

• Just two miles outside of Ennis, they turn left onto Varney Bridge Road which parallels the 

Madison River as it heads south. 

• After about 12 miles, there is an intersection.  If you go straight, you get to Varney Bridge 

and eventually Highway 287 (wrong way).  If you turn right (which is what you will do), you 

head towards the intersection for the Ennis Fish Hatchery and the Bar 7 Ranch.   Up to this 
point, the road is paved. Shortly after this point, it is gravel. 

• Cyclists will keep to the left (do not go to Ennis Fish Hatchery) and eventually end up on the 

Call Road, which is gravel, and goes through the Bar 7 Ranch. 

• The next destination is the Gravelly Range Road which enters the Beaverhead Deerlodge 

National Forest.  There’s a few intersections, but none are too confusing.  You just need to 

remember that it’s all uphill.  You will eventually veer right and begin a very long climb up 
the Gravelly Range to get to the top.  You’ll see the incline of the road from a good distance 

away. 

• The distance from the Ennis Fish Hatchery/Bar 7 intersection to the cattle guard for entering 

the Beaverhead Deerlodge National Forest is about 25 miles.  It’s all uphill. 

• Upon entering the National Forest, cyclists stay on Road 290 (Gravelly Range Road) all the 

way through.  Clover Meadows is about 14 miles from the gate.  Monument Ridge is another 
eight or nine.  The turn-off to Cottonwood Road is about 12 miles past Clover Meadows.   

• For anyone who has run the Madison Marathon, this is the same route.  The highest point on 

the race will be Monument Ridge at 9,587 feet.  Since the starting line at Lion’s Club Park is 

around 4,940, you’re looking at over a 6,000 foot vertical climb with all the ups and downs 

over 40 miles.  Yep, it’s a 40 mile uphill. 

• At an intersection on Road 290 as you’re heading south, the road goes straight to Standard 

Creek Road, veers right to Black Butte Mountain, or a sharp right onto Cottonwood Road.  

The Tour de Gravelly route is the sharp right onto Cottonwood Road.  

• Cyclists stay on this road all the way down to FS Road 100 which is in the Ruby Valley.  

Then, cyclists head north towards the Vigilante Guard Station. 

• The finish line will be at the Vigilante Guard Station.  

 

As far as getting people and bikes back to Ennis, we will develop a plan dependent on the number of 

cyclists.  However, cyclists are encouraged to have a family member / friend waiting for you at the 

finish line if at all possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Level of Participant Support 

 

The Tour de Gravelly will be a limited support race.  This cannot be emphasized enough. 

 
The race starts in the town of Ennis so all pre-race needs (e.g. food, water, toilets, etc… are available 

within the town).  There are various porta-johns and privies long the route at fishing access sites on 

the Madison River and at Clover Meadows on the Gravelly Range Road. That might be about it.  

 

For fluids and nutrition, we will set out water jugs at various distances along the route for cyclists to 

fill up their water bottles.  These will be water only as we can’t have flavored drinks such as 

Gatorade unless a volunteer is there due to bears.   

 

The plan for volunteers and aid stations is to have roving stations in vehicles along the route.  These 

vehicles will have Gatorade, water, ice, and some will be equipped with bicycle pumps for flats.  
However, we highly encourage everyone to try and bring small repair kits with you, including pumps 

or CO2 cartridges, if possible.  If a bike breaks down on the route, we’ll do our best to help, but you 

might be between roving volunteers and could end up waiting for some time.  

 

Again, this is a limited support race.  The race waiver will be extensive.  Helmets will be required.  

 

 

 

Choice of Bike 

 

The choice of bike will be entirely up to the cyclists, but you can only use one bike.  The first 14 or 

so miles of the route is paved road.  However, the rest of the route, perhaps around 45 miles, is gravel 

road.  The road is in good condition normally.  Cottonwood Road will be a bit tough, but more than 

passable on a bike. You will most likely not need a fat-tire mountain bike like you would on a trail 

race.  However, a high end racing bike that totally flies on a paved road would probably be the wrong 

choice.  A sturdy touring bike could work. The best option is probably a cross bike with not too thin 

of tires.    

 

The road condition is one thing.  The other is the massive uphill that you will have to tackle.  The 
elevation gain is going to be 6,000 feet over about 40 miles or so.   The grade measurements are in 

the 10 to 15 degree range in several places. 

 

I am personally more worried about safety on the downhills.  Once you reach Monument Ridge, it 

will be all downhill, more or less, from that point.  It could be easy to gain some serious speed on a 

gravel road that has loose gravel and rocks that could cause problems.  Sliding out on loose gravel is 

a very real possibility.  

 

 

Cautions 

 

The biggest caution is that this is a limited support race.  It’s very rural and at its furthest point the 

route will be at least a two hours’ drive to Ennis in the event that there is a problem.  It’s also at a 

very high elevation and on a road that is gravel and has lots of loose rocks.  The volunteers will be 

roving along the route, but the route is 57 miles in distance.  We simply won’t be able to cover all the 

ground all the time. 



 

This race is not intended for the timid, the unaware, and essentially the non-risk taker.  Since it’s only 

in its third year, it is perfect for someone who really wants to try something new, something very 

difficult, and in a place that is just absolutely beautiful.  If you do slide out and get some road rash, 
that’s part of the deal. 

 

There will be few people or no one watching you race.  You’ll likely be alone for long stretches of 

road unless you consciously decide to ride with someone.   Perhaps this race will be the best example 

of the GYAS motto of ‘These ain’t no pansy ass city races.’   This one definitely ain’t. 

 

 

The Races 

 

There is only an individual race category. The cyclists will all start at the same time from Lion’s 
Club Park in Ennis.    There is no team event.  Anyone who wants to have a support crew follow 

them along, we are fine with that.  We would only ask that this crew also help any other cyclist who 

is in trouble. 

 

 

The Course Route Map  

 

 
 


